December 11th, 2025

5:30 pm

Council Meeting

Check Bills — Scott
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The City of Ashby is an equal opportunity provider & employer.

e EEEEEEE—

CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Thursday, December 11th, 2025
Ashby City Hall - 5:30 P.M.

Call to order
Pledge of Allegiance
Additions to Agenda/Approval of Agenda

Visitors

Public Comment
o Must sign in prior to beginning of Council Meeting, 3 minute time limit

Consent Agenda
e Approval of Minutes
e Approval of Bills

Council Reports
Mayor’s Report

Administration
e Clerk/Treasurer’s Report

Public Works

Public Safety
o Grant County Law Enforcement Report
o Fire/Ambulance Department Report

Old Business

New Business

« County Garbage Rate Increase for 2026

» Ashby Snow Removal Policy

e Request Approval 2026 Budget: General, Water, Sewer, Garbage & Storm Sewer Funds

e Request Approval: Equipment Replacement Plan & Fund Disbursement

¢ Request Approval: Resolution 2025-30 Adopting Final Property Tax Levy

o Request Approval: Resolution 2025-31 Approving Mail Ballot Location for Ashby Residents that Reside
in Grant County

o Request Approval: Resolution 2025-32 Allowing Automated Clearing House (ACH) Bank Payments

[ ]

Request Approval: Resolution 2025-33 Allowing Transfers of Funds for Year-End
e Council Payroll-Time Sheets

Adjourn



Regular Meeting

Agenda Approval

Visitors:
Public Comment

Consent Agenda
Minutes/Claims

Council Report

Mayor Report
Administration

Public Safety
-Law Enforcement
-Fire/Ambulance
Department Report

Public Works

Old Business
-Nursing Home

-401 Larson

-Municipal Solar
Installation Update

New Business
*Request Approval
Resolution 2025-19
2026 Liquor Licenses

MINUTES
October Regular Council Meeting
Thursday, November 13th, 2025

A regular council meeting of the City of Ashby, MN was held at Ashby City Hall with the
following members present: Mayor Scott Ellingson, Ryan Kari, Amy Johnson, Wayne Stierlen
and Jake Dahle. Absent: None. Also present: Clerk Thormodson and Public Works
Superintendent Johnson. Visitor: Tom Rudd. Mayor Ellingson called the meeting to order at
5:30 pm.

Upon motion from Stierlen, seconded by Dahle, and unanimously carried, the agenda was
approved.

Mr. Rudd just observed.

None given

Upon motion from Dahle, seconded by Kari and unanimously carried, council approved the
consent agenda which included minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of October o 2025,
and the claims and prepaid disbursements of November 13™, 2025 as presented and

reviewed by Johnson.

Stierlen has received complaints about the smell coming from TFC Poultry. Council
recommended that Clerk Thormodson text the owners when he receives a complaint.

Nothing to report.

The Clerk’s report was reviewed.

The Grant County Law Enforcement and Fire/Ambulance Department reports were reviewed.

Superintendent Johnson reported that the streets had been swept and that he will be
flushing the hydrants during the next couple of weeks.

City Attorney Anderson is working on increasing the parcel size for the nursing home building
so the whole building is on the parcel.

City Attorney Anderson is getting the title transferred for 401 Larson to the City of Ashby.
This was purchased in April 2025. Once title is obtained, there is agreement with 4R
properties to purchase it from the city and build a 4-Plex.

Most of the racking has been installed to hold the solar panels on City Hall/Fire Hall. The
solar panels should be installed during the week of November 17", The project should be
complete by the end of the year.

Resolution 2025-19: 2026 Liguor License Approvals. Dahle moved to approve liquor licenses
for the Ashby Legion and Spirits Isle and it was seconded by Stierlen. Roll Call Vote:
Ellingson, Johnson, Kari, Dahle and Stierlen voted in favor. Resolution 2025-19 passed.



*Request Approval
Resolution 2025-20: Unpaid
Mowing Fee Assessment to
2026 Property Taxes

*Request Approval
Resolutions 2025-21,
2025-22, 2025-23,
2025-24, 2025-25, 2025-26,
2025-27 & 2025-28

Unpaid Mowing Fee
Assessment to 2026
Property Taxes

*Request Approval:
Resolution 2025-29
Accepting Donations to
Ashby Fire Department

December Council
Meeting

Adjourn

Resolution 2025-20: Unpaid Mowing Fee Assessment to 2026 Property Taxes. Dahle moved
to assess the unpaid mowing fees for 2025 to the 2026 Property Taxes for the two land
owners in Country View Estates and it was seconded by Stierlen. Roll Call Vote: Ellingson,
Johnson, Kari, Dahle and Stierlen voted in favor. Resolution 2025-20 passed.

Resolutions 2025-21 through 2025-28; Delinquent Utilities Assessment to 2026 Property
Taxes. Stierlen moved to assess the delinquent utilities for 2025 to the 2026 Property Taxes
and it was seconded by Dahle. Roll Call Vote: Ellingson, Johnson, Kari, Dahle and Stierlen
voted in favor. Resolutions; 2025-21, 2025-22, 2025-23, 2025-24, 2025-25, 2025-26, 2025-
27 and 2025-28 passed.

Resolution 2025-29: Accepting Donations to the Fire Department. Johnson moved to accept
the donations for the Fire Department and it was seconded by Kari. Roll Call Vote: Ellingson,
Johnson, Kari, Dahle and Stierlen voted in favor. Resolution 2025-29 passed.

The next regular city council meeting will be on December 11", 2025 starting at 5:30 pm.

Upon motion by Kari, seconded by Wayne and unanimously carried, the meeting was
adjourned at 5:51 pm.

ATTEST:

Mike Thormodson, City Clerk Scott Ellingson, Mayor



Date |claim # | Check #|Paid to: Amount

Total Prepaids (Attached Disbursement Register)

$15,022.12

Total Claims for Approval (Attached) J

$27,151.14

Disbursement Register lists all bills paid since last council meeting.
Claims List for Approval are bills to be paid after council approval.




2026 Clerk/Treasurer's Report

November 14"—December 11", 2025

The following is a list of work items in addition to regular monthly activities which includes all financial aspects of the
City, utility billing, preparing and delivering council packets, updating web-site, posting and publishing notices, economic
development tasks, maintaining work order system, publish and make changes to ordinances, keep policy book and
resolution book updated and handle several items for the fire and ambulance department.

e 2026 County Garbage Rate increase
e Finalized 2026 Budget

o Accessibility Fee Billing

e Nuisance Parking and Storage work
¢ MN Paid Leave reporting

e Created Year End Resolutions

e Council/Ambulance Payroll Prep

e Ambulance MN Medicaid Enroliment
e Liquor License Renewals

e EMS Cost Collection
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Ashby City Activity Report

November 2025

Title Reported Date

Family Service 11/6/2025
Agency Assist 11/6/2025
Suspicious 11/15/2025
Traffic Stop 11/15/2025
School Related Incidents 11/17/2025
911 Hang Up 11/18/2025
911 Hang Up 11/19/2025
Suspicious 11/19/2025
911 Hang Up 11/20/2025
Motorists Assist 11/20/2025
Suspicious 11/20/2025
Compliance Checks 11/22/2025
School Related Incidents 11/24/2025
Motorists Assist 11/25/2025
Public Assist 11/28/2025

Traffic Complaint

11/29/2025
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Ashby City Hall

203 West Main

Ashby, MN 56309

Phone 218-747-2876 Fax 218-747-2886

Email ashbycit@prtel.com Web-site: www.ashbyminnesota.org

Snow Plowing Policy

The City of Ashby Public Works Department is committed to provide excellent snow removal services to the
community; and to provide safe passages for vehicular and pedestrian traffic. The City maintains an
agreement with Grant County Highway Department to plow city streets.

The City will provide snow removal services in a safe and cost effective manner, keeping in mind safety,
budget, personnel and environmental concerns. The City will utilize its employees and equipment, and/or
private contractors when necessary to provide this service.

Snow removal and clean up operations shall begin after the County has plowed city streets or next low traffic
period and shall continue periodically throughout the duration of the storm. It is the intentions of the City to,
if possible, keep these routes open to traffic during the storm. However, snow and ice control operations will
be conducted only when weather conditions do not endanger the safety of employees and equipment, and
operations are effective. Factors that may delay snow and ice control operations include: severe cold,
significant winds, limited visibility and rapid accumulation of snow and/or ice. It is not the intent of the City
to keep these routes completely snow or ice free during a storm.

Generally, operations shall continue until all roads are passable. Widening and clean-up operations may
continue immediately or on the following work day depending on conditions and circumstances. Plowing of
designated fire lanes, cul-de-sacs, and parking lots will occur after snow has been removed from the Main
Street area. It is up to the adjacent property owners to plow alleys.

Fire Lanes — absolutely no parking or placement of objects in fire lanes so as not to interfere with the travel
of emergency vehicles, snow plowing or other city service vehicles.

Safety of the plow operators and the public are important. Snow plowing removal operations may be
terminated to allow personnel adequate time for rest. Any decision to suspend operations shall be made by
the Public Works Superintendent and shall be based on conditions of the storm. The City will still provide
access for emergency services (ambulance, fire, police and medical) during a major snow or ice storm within
the City limits.

Snow removal and clean-up may be interrupted in order to respond to emergency requests for assistance, or
at the direction of the Public Works Superintendent.

Sand and salt mixtures are spread over ice or slippery areas to provide an abrasive mixture to melt the ice.
Sanding is done the first initial time of plowing operations or whenever ice or slippery conditions develop.
Salt and sand will be applied to intersections, curves and hills. The City of Ashby does not have a dry
pavement policy, so drivers will always have to be careful during the winter season.

For safety reasons, it is necessary to plow streets from curb to curb so that all snow is cleared from the streets
to provide safe traffic flow. It is not the intent of the plow drivers to fill resident’s driveways or sidewalks



with snow, however this is the only place the snow can go so the streets can be kept clear of snow. Drivers
make every attempt to minimize the amount of snow deposited in driveways, but the amount can still be
significant. Based on priorities and staffing levels, the City of Ashby does not provide driveway cleaning.
Possible exceptions are at the discretion of the Public Works Superintendent for emergency situations.

Trash and recyclable containers should be placed on driveway aprons or boulevard areas at least ten (10) feet
behind the curb or edge of the street. Do not place containers in the street. The City of Ashby is not
responsible for tipped or split containers.

During snow and ice control operations, questions will be received by Ashby City Hall staff. The Public
Works Department will take measures to keep the City Hall staff informed and updated regarding snow and
ice removal operations. (e.g. schedules and breakdowns)

Fire hydrants need to be kept clear of snow so quick access can be made in the case of an emergency. The
Public Works Department will make every effort to keep hydrants clear. However, due to work load, fire
hydrants may not immediately be cleared. Therefore, City residents are asked to keep fire hydrants in their
neighborhoods clear of snow.

We will make every effort to avoid damage, but unfortunately it does happen and due to limited staffing and
budget, the City is not responsible for sod repair due to sod that has been damaged by a snow plow.

Thank you.

Adopted by the Ashby City Council on December 4, 2007

Val Martin Tom Grover
Clerk/Treasurer Mayor
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CITY OF ASHBY
COUNTY OF GRANT
STATE OF MINNESOTA

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-30

Resolution Adopting Final Property Tax Levy

Resolution Approving 2025 Tax Levy, Collectible in 2026

Be it resolved by the Council of the City of Ashby, County of Grant, Minnesota, that the
following sums of money be levied for the current year, collectible in 2026, upon taxable
property in the City of Ashby, for the following purposes:

General Levy $ 198,617.00
Country View Estates (Debt Service) $ 70.000.00
Total Levy: $268,617.00

The City Clerk is hereby instructed to transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the
County Auditor of Grant County, Minnesota.

Adopted by the City Council on December 1 1", 2025

Attest

Mayor City Clerk

[ the above-signed Clerk of the City of Ashby, hereby Certify that the above resolution is

a true copy of the Resolution duly passed, adopted and approved by the City of Ashby on
the 11th day of December, 2025.



CITY OF ASHBY
COUNTY OF GRANT
STATE OF MINNESOTA

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-31

A RESOLUTION APPROVING MAIL BALLOT LOCATION FOR ASHBY RESIDENTS THAT
RESIDE IN GRANT COUNTY

WHEREAS: The City Council of the City of Ashby, pursuant to Minnesota State Statute
§204B.16, is required to designate election precinct polling locations by resolution or
ordinance within the municipality by December 31% of each year; and

WHEREAS: Mail balloting is authorized by a resolution of the governing body and remains in
effect for the subsequent state, County, and municipal elections until revoked.

WHEREAS: That the physical 2026 Polling Precinct location for the City of Ashby is the Grant
County Auditor’s Office located at 10 2™ Ave NE, Elbow Lake, MN 56531

Adopted this 11th day of December, 2025.

Scott Ellingson, Mayor

ATTEST:

Mike Thormodson, Clerk

| the above-signed Clerk of the City of Ashby, hereby certify that the above Resolution is a true copy of the
Resolution duly passed, adopted and approved by the City of Ashby on the 11" day of December, 2025.



CITY OF ASHBY
COUNTY OF GRANT
STATE OF MINNESOTA

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-32
RESOLUTION ALLOWING AUTOMATED CLEARING HOUSE (ACH) BANK PAYMENTS

WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Ashby acknowledges the need for ACH bank payments for such things of
payroll withholdings, sales tax and other required payments, and,

WHEREAS, per MN Statute 471.381, the Ashby City Council hereby authorizes the use of ACH payments for the
following areas;

MN PERA Online-Employee Retirement Pension withholding and reporting
State of Minnesota-Department of Revenue for sales and withholding taxes
EFTPS-Online-Federal/IRS for Federal and FICA, Medicare withholding taxes
Health Equity — Health Savings Account Deposits

Payroll checks

Viking Bank - Processing Fees

Viking Bank - NSF charge backs for checks against city deposits

Viking Bank - Automatic debit for debt obligation payments as per signed agreement.

WHEREAS, the City Council will annually review and authorize said ACH payments from the official depository to the
designated entity issuing claim against the City of Ashby; and

WHEREAS, in the event that new ACH payments are to be initiated on behalf of the City, the City Council must hereby
approve and authorize said transactions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council shall allow the Clerk to make such payments by ACH
instead of paper checks for the year 2026. These payments will be approved at the appropriate council meeting.

Dated: December 11", 2025

Adopted:

Scott Ellingson, Mayor

ATTEST:

-I\_/ldi'l-(zﬁc-)-rmodson, Clerk

I the above-signed Clerk of the City of Ashby, hereby Certify that the above resolution is a true copy of the Resolution duly passed, adopted and
approved by the City of Ashby on the 11" day of December, 2025.



CITY OF ASHBY
COUNTY OF GRANT
STATE OF MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-33
A RESOLUTION ALLOWING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS FOR YEAR-END

Be it resolved by the Ashby City Council that a transfer of money for future capital improvement
projects to the Capital Improvement Fund will be as follows:

Capital Improvement/Equipment Replacement

General Fund - Street Improvements $95,000.00
General Fund - Building Maintenance $3,000.00
General Fund - Clerk Technology $1,000.00
General Fund - Equipment Replacement $750.00
General Fund - Parks $3,000.00
Sewer Fund - Equipment Replacement $8,855.00
Sewer -Technology $750.00
Sewer - Reserve $2,080.00
Storm Sewer Fund-Storm Sewer Repairs $7,000.00
Water - Technology $750.00
Water fund-General Maintenance/Repairs $7,500.00
Totals: $129,685.00

Be it resolved by the Ashby City Council that a transfer of money from the Water Fund will go to the
Water Debt Service Fund: Total: $49,000.00

Be it resolved by the Ashby City Council that a transfer of money from the Sewer Fund will go to the
Sewer Debt Service Fund: Total: $24,265.00

Dated: December 11™, 2025

Adopted:

Scott Ellingson, Mayor

ATTEST:

Mike Thormodson, Clerk

I the above-signed Clerk of the City of Ashby, hereby Certify that the above resolution is a true copy of the
Resolution duly passed, adopted and approved by the City of Ashby on the 11th of December, 2025.



