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A regular council meeting of the City of Ashby, MN was held at Ashby City Hall with the
following members present: Mayor Scott Ellingson, Jake Dahle, Ryan Kari, Wayne Stierlen
and Ron Jaenisch. Absent: None. Also present: Clerk Thormodson and Deputy Clerk
Klinkner. Agenda visitors: Joel Rovang, Jackie Wolff and Dean Birkland. Also in attendance:
Beaver Johnson. Mayor Ellingson called the meeting to order at 5:44 pm.

Upon motion from Jaenisch, seconded by Dahle, and unanimously carried, the agenda was
approved.

Joel Rovang inquired about possible uses for the North Star Retreat Center. It is zoned
commercial. He asked if it could it be used for some efficiency apartments, a youth center
and a possible fitness area. Council said that would be fine.

Jackie Wolff requested a solution to her ongoing issue with snow being put on her property
next to the legion. Mayor Ellingson asked if Jackie Wolff knew when her property pins were.
She did not. Mayor Ellingson visited the site after the last snow event, finding that the snow
was pushed beyond the standard allowance of six feet. Council will reach out to the
appropriate parties to find a resolution.

Dean went over the annual audit for the City of Ashby with Council. No discrepancies were
found.

Upon motion from Jaenisch, seconded by Dahle and unanimously carried, council approved
the consent agenda which includes minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of March 13th,
2025, the Special Council Meeting of March 25, 2025, the Economic Development Meeting
of March 27", 2025 and the claims and prepaid disbursements of April 10", 2025 as
presented and reviewed by Jaenisch.

Nothing new to report.

Stierlen mentioned that the Ashby Legion purchased new playground equipment for the park.
He wondered if the city had money available to assist with the base preparation. Clerk
Thormodson stated that the city budgets $3,000 per year for park related maintenance.

The Clerk’s report was reviewed. Clerk Thormodson spoke about the Grant County Law
Enforcement meeting he attended and that he will be attending Year 3 of the Clerk’s Institute
next month. The Grant County Sheriff’s department is proposing a 3% increase per year.
Deputy Clerk Klinkner will fill in for Clerk Thormodson while he is gone.

The Grant County Law Enforcement and Fire/Ambulance Department reports were reviewed.

A list of Public Works priorities (provided by Superintendent Johnson) was reviewed. Kari
mentioned that a water shut cap came off on Melby Ave.

Council decided to change the start time for the Town Hall to 6:30 pm from 7:00 pm. They
hope to get better attendance at the Town Hall with the earlier start time.

Council reviewed the 1% quarter financial reports.
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Dahle said we should ask for what we have invested in it. Jaenisch would like to get
$75,000. Jaenisch asked what the city has invested in it currently. Clerk Thormodson stated
that the City has spent about $48,000 on the site. Mayor Ellingson and Dahle would like to
see the Nursing Home developed by a private party to get tax revenue for the City. Dahle
discussed a plan Darin Froemming from TFC presented at the Economic Development
Meeting showing how they would redevelop the building. Dahle mentioned that housing TFC
currently owned could open up if TFC converted the Nursing Home into apartments.
Councilmembers agreed that whoever bought the property would need to be finished with
construction within a certain timeframe or the building would revert to the city. Kari brought
up the housing need for residents that want to downsize yet remain in the community.
Jaenisch spoke about the possible interest of the Assisted Living Center. Mayor Ellingson
said that we need to make the sale open to any interested party. Mayor Ellingson would like
to get $75,000. Jaenisch made a motion to set the asking price at $75,000 (that would be
negotiable) with conditions that construction would be started within 18 months and
completed within 3 years, seconded by Stierlen and unanimously carried, council set the
asking price for the Nursing Home at $75,000.

The Ashby Legion inquired how close to the hydrant they could place a sign. The hydrant is
located on the corner of Main St and Larson Ave. A Fire Marshall said it can be placed within
3 feet. Upon motion form Jaenisch, seconded by Kari and unanimously carried, council
approved the sign to be placed at least 6 feet away from the hydrant to allow easier access
for the fire department.

Council reviewed plans drawn up for the double lot. The city is also working with Grant
County HRA and planning on visiting the new development in Dalton.

Upon motion form Jaenisch, seconded by Kari and unanimously carried, council approved the
Legion Coots Banquet Permit.

Upon motion form Kari, seconded by Jaenisch and unanimously carried, council approved the
Legion Appreciation Days Permit.

Council discussed the option of charging all lots a set fee whether or not a house is on it. .
Existing houses are charged the base fee for water and sewer that equals $56 per month.
The new fee would only apply to undeveloped lots that have a curb stop. The hope is to
encourage construction on empty lots. Council requested that Clerk Thormodson speak with
the City Attorney Justin Anderson about how to change the ordinance. Council will continue
this discussion at the May Meeting

The next regular city council meeting will be on May 8™, 2025 starting at 5:30 pm.

Upon motion by Jaenisch, seconded by Dahle and unanimously carried, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:20 pm.

ATTEST:
Mike Thormodson, City Clerk

Scott Ellingson, Mayor



