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MINUTES
Town Hall
Thursday April 17th, 2025
Ashby Ambulance Training Room

Mayor Ellingson called the Town Hall to order at 6:30 pm with the following members
present: Mayor Ellingson, Ryan Kari, Jake Dahle and Wayne Stierlen. Absent: Ron Jaenisch.
Also present: Clerk Thormodson. There were 20+ area residents in attendance.

Mayor Ellingson discussed council’s plans for purchases the city had made in the past year.

Mayor Ellingson informed the attendees that the city moved forward with purchasing the
Nursing Home after we had it inspected to make sure it was structurally sound. The
purchase price was $35,000. Council had an estimate done by Widseth Engineers to see how
much it would cost to convert to apartments. The estimate came in at over $3,000,000 so
council proceeded to look into demolition costs. Widseth Engineering created a demolition
bid packet for the city. Bidding for the demolition is due April 29, 2025. In the past month,
multiple parities have come forward showing interest in purchasing the Nursing Home as is.
These parties know that the only way Council would consider selling to them is if they agreed
to have construction completed within a set period of time. Council will review the
demolition bids and decide which direction to take.

Council purchased these acres for future city housing developments. The vision is to have
multiple senior housing units constructed and possibly have a couple residential lots available
for sale. Infrastructure will have to be installed first, so this development will take the most
time to complete.

City Council purchased this originally to store snow in the winter. Costs to have snow
removed after a heavy snowfall can be very expensive. The money saved from not hauling
snow more than pay for the cost of the lot. City Council is open to selling this lot if a
business wanted to buy it.

This double lot is the most ready to be developed. City Council is working with multiple
outlets to determine the best utilization of this property. They would like there to be 3-6
single level units on the property.

A resident asked why the city paid so much for 401 Larson. Mayor Ellingson said that it is
ready to be developed now, unlike the others. Residents that live next to 401 Larson stated
that they were happy the city purchased it. Councilmember Dahle stated that council prefers
that the construction be done by private party vs. Grant County HRA so the City can have
that tax base. Darrin Froemming from TFC informed the Town Hall their plans for the
Nursing Home site if they were to purchase it from the city. It would be converted to
apartments for their employees and/or city residents. Froemming brought up the idea of a
construction finish timeline at an Economic Development Committee last month. A resident
asked about bonding to assist with construction/infrastructure. Clerk Thormodson said he is
looking into all options. One resident asked if the neighboring house’s value would go down
if there are apartments next to them. Clerk Thormodson stated that other’s hadn't.

Upon motion by Dahle, seconded by Kari and unanimously carried, the meeting of the Board
of Appeals was adjourned at 7:15 pm.

ATTEST:
Mike Thormodson, City Clerk Scott Ellingson, Mayor




