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MINUTES
July 24th Regular Council Meeting
Thursday, July 24th, 2025

A regular council meeting of the City of Ashby, MN was held at Ashby City Hall with the
following members present: Mayor Scott Ellingson, Ryan Kari and Wayne Stierlen Absent:
Jake Dahle. Also present: Clerk Thormodson, Deputy Clerk Klinkner and Public Works
Superintendent Johnson. Agenda visitors: Griffin Peck. Also in attendance: Bryan Melby.
Mayor Ellingson called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.

Stierlen asked to add a resident’s water drainage concern to the agenda. It was decided to
add it to new business. Upon motion from Kari, seconded by Stierlen, and unanimously
carried, the amended agenda was approved.

Griffin Peck spoke about council’s request to include battery storage in the municipal solar
installation project.

Mr. Melby voiced his concern about the accessibility fee. He has owned a lot in town for
several years and he wanted to know why the city is created an accessibility fee. Mayor
Ellingson stated that every undeveloped residential lot will be charged a monthly fee of $50
to help with city infrastructure costs and encourage development.

Upon motion from Kari, seconded by Stierlen and unanimously carried, council approved the
consent agenda which included minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of June 12th, 2025,
and the claims and prepaid disbursements of July 10", 2025 as presented and reviewed by

Ellingson.

Mayor Ellingson mentioned that a resident inquired about donating a tree to Thorson/Larson
Park. Ellingson will get more detailed information from the resident before making a
decision.

Mayor Ellingson asked Council member Stierlen if he would be the Acting Mayor for the
remainder of the year. Stierlen accepted.

Nothing new to report.

Upon motion from Ellingson, seconded by Kari and unanimously carried, council approved to
have Wayne Stierlen become a check signer for the city of Ashby.

The Grant County Law Enforcement and Fire/Ambulance Department reports were reviewed.

Public Works had to do a pond discharge due to the large amount of rainfall we've received
this year. Superintendent Johnson said Appreciation Days went well and that he received
many compliments on how the city looks.

Resolution 2025-08: Accepting Resignation and Declaring a Vacancy. Stierlen moved to
accept and it was seconded by Kari. Roll Call Vote: Ellingson, Stierlen and Kari voted in
favor, none apposed. Council accepts Ron Jaenisch’s resignation dated June 12 2025 and
declares a vacancy on council.

Four residents applied for the open council position. Resolution 2025-09: Appointing a
Councilmember. Stierlen moved to appoint Tim Amundson, Ellingson moved to appoint Zach
Malikowski and Kari moved to appoint Amy Johnson. Roll Call Vote: Ellingson voted for Zach
Malikowski, Kari and Stierlen voted for Amy Johnson. Amy Johnson will fill the vacated
council spot that will serve till the end of 2026.
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Resolution 2025-10: Setting a Public Hearing. TFC requests that the City of Ashby vacate a
Right of Way for one of their newly constructed buildings. Kari moved to accept and it was
seconded by Stierlen. All approved. A Public Hearing will be held at City Hall on August 14",
2025 starting at 5:00 pm for concerned parties to express their opinion on the vacation.

Upon motion from Stierlen, seconded by Kari and unanimously carried, council voted to
accept the Holsen Solar Bid with battery back-up.

Upon motion from Stierlen, seconded by Kari and unanimously carried, council voted to
approve of financing the Municipal Solar Project through West Central Initiative. This will
result in zero out of pocket cost to the city. Council appreciates West Central Initiative’s
cooperation on this endeavor.

The Ashby Legacy Fund along with several local organizations and neighbors updated the
playground area in Thorson/Larson Park. Council mentioned their gratitude for all involved.
The total cost for the project was $148,585. Stierlen made a motion to give $12,000 towards
the recent park improvements, Kari seconded it and it was unanimously approved.

The 2" Quarter financials were reviewed by council.

Kari made a motion to approve, Stierlen seconded and it was unanimously carried.
Resolution 2025-11: Accepting Donations for the Fire and Ambulance Department passed.

Upon motion from Stierlen, seconded by Kari and unanimously carried, council decided to
give Cannabis regulation authority to Grant County.

A resident asked if the city could cut some of the asphalt to help with drainage. Public Works
believes that when the road gets rebuilt the issue will be dealt with. Stierlen will reach out to
the resident. MN Rural Water checked for leaks that could be causing excess water and they
found none.

The next regular city council meeting will be on August 14", 2025 starting at 5:30 pm.

Upon motion by Stierlen, seconded by Kari and unanimously carried, the meeting was
adjourned at 6:36 pm.

ATTEST:
Mike Thormodson, City Clerk Scott Ellingson, Mayor




