
 

 

MINUTES 

September Regular Council Meeting 
Thursday, September 11th, 2025 

 
A regular council meeting of the City of Ashby, MN was held at Ashby City Hall with the 

following members present:  Mayor Scott Ellingson, Ryan Kari, Amy Johnson, Wayne Stierlen 

and Jake Dahle.  Absent: None.  Also present: Clerk Thormodson, Deputy Clerk Klinkner and 
Public Works Superintendent Johnson.  Agenda visitors: Larry Van Hout with Widseth 

Engineering.  Mayor Ellingson called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   
 

Upon motion from Kari, seconded by Dahle, and unanimously carried, the agenda was 
approved.   

 

Larry Van Hout gave council a recap of the previous week’s meeting with the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency. There was a Teams meeting to go over our permit renewal with the 

MPCA.  The new permit will have a phosphorus limit that is mass based.  The MPCA would 
like to have a new permit in place prior to the proposed pond expansion project.  Ashby has 

applied for funding for this pond expansion.  The expansion would include 2 additional ponds 

and spray irrigation increasing the city’s overall waste water holding capacity. 
 

None given 
 

Upon motion from Dahle, seconded by Stierlen and unanimously carried, council approved 
the consent agenda which included minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of August 14th, 

2025, and the claims and prepaid disbursements of September 11th, 2025 as presented and 

reviewed by Dahle.  
 

Nothing to report. 
 

Johnson asked about who was responsible for maintaining alleyways in the city.  Some alleys 

have large potholes in them.  Per Ordinance 94, the owner of any private property within the 
City abutting a public or private alley shall keep the alley in repair. 

 
Clerk Thormodson spoke about the Minnesota Paid Family and Medical Leave (PFML) statute 

that will be in effect starting January 2026.  The City’s responsibility as an employer will be 
discussed more during the October Council Meeting. 

 

 The Grant County Law Enforcement and Fire/Ambulance Department reports were reviewed.  
 

 
 

 

Superintendent Johnson is working on lowering the manhole covers in the city for winter. 
 

None to discuss 
 

 

 
Upon motion from Stierlen, seconded by Johnson and unanimously carried, council approved 

the hiring of Mike Choate to the Ashby EMS pending a back ground check.  
 

Resolution 2025-15: Increasing Benefit Level for Vested Firefighters.  Kari moved to accept 
and it was seconded by Stierlen.  Roll Call Vote: Ellingson, Johnson, Kari and Stierlen voted in 

favor, Dahle abstained due to conflict of interest.  Resolution 2025-15 passed.   

 
Upon motion from Dahle, seconded by Kari and unanimously carried, council approved the 

2026 Budgets for: General Fund, Water, Sewer, Garbage and Storm Sewer Funds.  
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The budget committee recommended a 3% increase over the 2025 Levy.  Council decided to 
increase the levy to reflect a 3.5% increase over 2025 to help pay for upcoming road 

improvements.  Resolution 2025-16: 2026 Preliminary Levy.  Stierlen moved to accept the 
updated levy reflecting a 3.5% increase from 2025 and it was seconded by Kari.  Roll Call 

Vote: Dahle, Johnson, Ellingson, Kari and Stierlen voted in favor, none apposed.  Resolution 

2025-16 passed.   
 

The 2025 Minnesota Legislature passed a law the amends Minnesota Stature 144.3831 to 
increase the safe drinking water service connection fee.  Clerk Thormodson informed council 

that effective January 1, 2026, the fee will be $15.22 per service connection, per year.  The 
service fee previously was $9.72 per service connection, per year. 

 

 
West Central Initiative requested a $40 increase in The City of Ashby’s donation from 2025.  

WCI has helped Ashby with Strategic Planning in the past and is currently helping Ashby with 
a municipal solar project.   

 

 
Superintendent Johnson and Clerk Thormodson brought up the need to repair Norge St and 

or Larson Ave in 2026.  Council directed Johnson and Thormodson to have Widseth 
Engineering look into completing both in 2026. 

 
 

Resolution 2025-17: Fire Protection Fund Transfer.  Stierlen moved to accept and it was 

seconded by Johnson.  Roll Call Vote: Ellingson, Johnson, Kari, Dahle and Stierlen voted in 
favor, none apposed.  Resolution 2025-17 passed.   

 
 

The next regular city council meeting will be on October 9th, 2025 starting at 5:30 pm. 

 
 

Upon motion by Dahle, seconded by Kari and unanimously carried, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:01 pm. 

 
 

ATTEST: ____________________________  _____________________________       

Mike Thormodson, City Clerk   Scott Ellingson, Mayor  
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